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1700 Years After Nicaea: Church and State in Europe

Lecture by Dr. Sven Thore Kloster, Director of KIFO: Institute of
Church, Religion and Worldview Research, Norway
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The lecture will take place on Wednesday, 12 November 2025, at 6:00 p.m.
(EEST) at the Norwegian Institute at Athens, Tsami Karatasou 5, 11742 (the
lecture will also be streamed online via Zoom)

Registration is required for both in-person and virtual attendance

To attend in-person, please register at norwinst@uib.no

To attend via Zoom, please register via the following link:

https://uib.zoom.us/meeting/register/fJGAWtdSSoeRNEQ2jYL jw
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Lecture

The year 2025 marks 1700 years since Emperor Constantine convened the
First Ecumenical Council in Nicaea in 325 AD. This event not only shaped
Christian theology but also initiated a long history of entanglement between
church and state in Europe. Over the centuries, this relationship has taken
diverse forms—sometimes close and institutionalized, at other times more
distant and contested.

Today, most European countries are shaped by processes of secularization,
increasing religious diversity, and the principle of separating church and
state. Yet, forms of interconnection persist: majority churches continue to
enjoy privileges and patterns of cooperation with the state that blur the
boundaries of secular governance.

This lecture examines contemporary configurations of church-state
relations in Europe. What defines these interactions today? While traditional
“state church” models have been formally abandoned in many contexts,
new regulatory frameworks and governance practices raise a pressing
question: in what ways do European majority churches still function as
state churches, 1700 years after Nicaea?

Biographical Information

Sven Thore Kloster (b. 1980) is Director of KIFO: Institute of Church,
Religion,_and Worldview Research in Norway. He received his Ph.D. in
systematic theology from the University of Oslo. His research engages
questions at the intersection of theology and the sociology of religion, with
particular attention to political theology, religion and politics, global
Christianity, and interreligious relations. He has published widely in these
fields, authoring and co-editing several books as well as numerous
scholarly articles.
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